Of these two pieces, Arcadia and Ca/ssa, Jones had said in the

preface to the Poems that "the Pastoral, and the poem upon Chess,
which were done as early as at the age of sixteen or seventeen years,
were saved from fire, in preference to a great many others, because
they seemed more correctly versified than the rest/'22 They certainly
deserved the second thoughts that made for their preservation, and
have no mean place in the collection.

It was a truly impressive verse miscellany, a sheaf gleaned from
Oriental fields; and the renderings are more free than literal, and some
are almost new creations. Neoclassical influence on Jones's verse is
obvious enough; and the all-powerful influence of Pope is patent; and
Jones seems to have followed even Pope's habit of circulating his verses
among his friends before publication. While the structure of the verse
has close affiliations with the ruling eighteenth century practice, in its
content, tone and spirit, it clearly shadows forth the coming event of
the Romantic Movement.

When the Poems was reprinted in 1777Jones added theCarm/num
Liber, a collection of twelve Latin poems, one of which was the Ad
Musam, with which Jones desired to take leave of his Muse and turn to
Law. But the separation was luckily soon ended, and Jones published
The Muse Recalled and An Ode in Imitation of Alcaeus in 1781, and
The Moa//akat and An Ode m Imitation of Callistratus in 1782.

The Muse Recalled is grounded in a pleasant personal context; it
was composed to mark the occasion of the marriage of Miss Lavinia
Bingham-of whom Jones was himself an admirer-and Althorp. The joy
of the occasion is transmitted to the verse as well:

Return, celestial Muse,
By whose bright fingers o'er my infant head,
Lull'd with immortal symphony, were spread
Fresh bays and flow'rets of a thousand hues.23

Although nuptial detail largely fills the poem, Jones uses the
opportunity to give vent to a few personal opinions based on his abortive
experiment with electioneering in the previous year. He declared that
America would eventually get the upper hand of England, and that the
former would make'a purer soil, a more congenial sky' where the arts
could flourish and where Truth Justice, Reason and Valour could prevail.

22  Ibid, p.203

23  Ibid, p.383
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